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It's official. Just in time to celebrate Cinco de Mayo, like our little Italian

Greyhound friends above, Vicki Cohen is now RETIRED!!! Our best wishes to
Vicki and Paul as they start a new journey together!

Vicki officially "passed the baton" to our new MSGAO Executive Director,
Amber Angelo, on Wednesday, April 29th (see photo below). With COVID-
19 quarantines, we were unable to host a true "retirement party" for Vicki;
however, board member, Sue Arlotta, brought over a celebration luncheon
for the staff. When all the quarantine restrictions are over, we hope to have

an open house for Vicki so everyone can come over to MSGAO and show
appreciation for all the years of service and dedication to our greyhounds!



Meet New MSGAO Executive Director,Meet New MSGAO Executive Director,
Amber Angelo!Amber Angelo!

In January, the MSGAO Board of Directors
began a tireless search and interview
process to somehow replace our friend
and Executive Director, Vicki Cohen. We
were pleasantly surprised. Several
applicants had extensive experience,
either with greyhounds or with animal-
based non-profits. While no one can truly
replace Vicki, with her experience, love
for galas and gatherings, and dedication
to greyhounds and racing, we are truly
excited to introduce our new Executive
Director: Amber Angelo!

Amber has extensive experience working with greyhounds at the
Mississippi State University's College of Veterinary Medicine, where she
obtained several certifications (including vet tech). As an Animal Technician
2, Amber was responsible for the care of 40 to 50 retired racing
greyhounds who donated blood for the University's Vet Clinic. (Some of you
know that greyhounds are considered "universal blood donors" for most
dog breeds!) The University's Vet Clinic also ran its own adoption program
to find homes for the greyhounds. Amber was involved in matching
greyhounds to new homes because she knew the personalities of the
greyhounds, which gave her insight into what type of home would be best
for each one of them. All greyhounds that took part in this program were
well cared for and adopted out.

Amber grew up as a "military brat" (her words!), and has traveled the United
States. She, her daughter, her dad, and two family pets (a dog and a racoon)
live outside Starkville, MS. Amber is currently involved in searching for a
new home in West Memphis, Arkansas (made more difficult with COVID-19
quarantines). Until she is able to move, she will be traveling back and forth



to Mississippi weekly or bi-weekly.

Amber loves animals, greyhounds and people. She is eager to meet our
adoption family, to get to know all of you and your greyhounds. She has
worked with Vicki closely during the month of April, and we are certain that
she will become a valued asset very quickly!

When quarantine restrictions are lifted, come over to MSGAO to meet
Amber and welcome her! Until then, MSGAO is STILL OPEN for adoptions
and boarding greyhounds by appointment only.

When COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, MSGAO willWhen COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, MSGAO will
try to re-schedule the Annual Dog Wash. It may betry to re-schedule the Annual Dog Wash. It may be

in modified form, to limit the number of peoplein modified form, to limit the number of people
who are at the kennel at the same time. We thankwho are at the kennel at the same time. We thank
you for your patience and your continued supportyou for your patience and your continued support

at this difficult time!at this difficult time!

Working From Home?Working From Home?
Renée Dingler, Newsletter EditorRenée Dingler, Newsletter Editor

These are strange days that we are living in right
now. But if you are now working from home, your
greyhound(s) might think these are WONDERFUL
days! We are a little concerned about the
adjustment our hounds (and all pets) will have to
make when we all go back to normal work
schedules--away from home--again.

I personally have noticed that our greyhounds are a
little more "clingy" than normal. When one of us
leaves the house, our female, Lexie, goes to the
door to the garage and cries and cries. It's a
horrible sound that sounds like her heart is

breaking! She does settle down, but oh my, I sure do hate to hear her cry.
Dyson, our male brindle, wants me to "tell him good-night" every evening.
If I don't come to his bed, he will stand by my side of the bed and lay his
head on the bed until I acknowledge him. Plus, both of them try to get on
our bed with us, something we don't normally allow. (See photo at top left
of Lexie.)

You may want to consider your own greyhound's adjustment when you are
able to go back to your normal workplace. Your greyhounds might
experience an adjustment similar to when you first brought them home.
Keeping this in mind may help your greyhound adapt to "normal" life again.



Vicki Cohen passed along this article about why your pets might be acting
strangely. Click on the link to read the full article:

Why your pet is acting like a weirdo duringWhy your pet is acting like a weirdo during
quarantine, explained by animal behavioristsquarantine, explained by animal behaviorists
The psychology behind your dog or cat’s new eating habits,

constant whining, or extra-loud purring.
By Michael Waters  Apr 24, 2020

Read article here.

YOUR PHOTOS!YOUR PHOTOS!

Kelly Champion sent us this
photo of Gunner (black
greyhound), with this note:

"Harrison loves cuddle time with
his big brother, Gunner!"

"While on a walk last week,
Breaker 'pawsed' to pray for the
health of everyone's pack." 
Pauline & Mike Vernon

Thank you, Breaker!

https://www.vox.com/users/MichaelWaters
https://www.vox.com/the-highlight/2020/4/24/21231806/coronavirus-pets-covid-19-cats-dogs


Mark Brummel sent us this cute
photo with a comment:

"Lumen sharing his toys with
Billy the Kid."

Rebecca Donaldson sent us this
Easter photo of Pal and his bunny.

Dyson flopped down in his bed, as
though he was exhausted! I couldn't
resist the photo of his "bed fail."
Renée Dingler

We love love getting photos of our adopted greyhounds in their homes! Thank
you to everyone who sent in photos in April. Click the button below to send
your photos to Renée Dingler.

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS!

Great Global Greyhound Walk 2020Great Global Greyhound Walk 2020
We received the following announcement regarding the Great Global
Greyhound Walk 2020:

The provisional new date for the Great Global Greyhound Walk
(GGGW) in 2020 will be Sunday 4th October.

Sadly, due to the Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic, we have taken the decision toSadly, due to the Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic, we have taken the decision to
postpone the Great Global Greyhound Walk 2020. We now propose Sunday 4thpostpone the Great Global Greyhound Walk 2020. We now propose Sunday 4th
October 2020 as a new date provisionally. October 2020 as a new date provisionally. (PLEASE NOTE this is a change from the
11th previously stated.) Please use our website and Ffacebook group to keep up-to-
date with information. No-one knows how long the virus will be about for, so our

mailto:renee.dingler@comcast.net


October date is made as a suggestion, with the hope that all will be clear by then.

Walks already registered will remain registeredWalks already registered will remain registered for the new October date unless Walk
Organisers let us know that they need to cancel or amend. We will re-open walk
registrations as soon as we can confirm the walk will go ahead in October. We do have
the option of encouraging Private Walks if some countries still have restrictions then.
We hope all GGGW supporters stay safe and well at this awful time.

Stay current on MSGAO news by following us:

   

https://www.facebook.com/midsouthgreyhound/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/

